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Wits Journalism Programme 2010

Investigative Journalism Certificate/MA Course 

Second Semester 

This course consists of two blocks:

16 August - 18 October, weekly seminars Monday 4-6pm

1 November – 6 November, fulltime, 9am – 5pm 

Convenor: Margaret Renn, Taco Kuiper Visiting Fellow in Investigative Journalism

Investigative Journalism is intended to equip a journalist with a history of investigative journalism in South Africa, a knowledge of related ethical issues and a range of investigative skills. It will act as an introduction to the Justice Project. It will provide context and practical skills for those wishing to develop an investigative perspective. 

Course outline

Weeks 1 - 7

Week 1:  Monday 16 August 2010, 4pm

An introduction to South Africa’s history of investigative journalism. 

Guidelines for the course

Raymond Louw and Margaret Renn 

Week 2:  Monday 23 August 

Ethical issues in investigative journalism

Franz Kruger

Monday 30 August is term break – no class

Week 3: Monday 6 September 

South African investigative journalism 1

Student presentation

Week 4: Monday 13 September

South African investigative journalism 2

Week 5:  Monday 20 September 

South African investigative journalism 3

Week 6:  Monday 27 September

South African investigative journalism 4

Week 7:  Monday 4 October

South African investigative journalism 5

Deadline for essay Monday 19 October.

Week 8 

6 consecutive full-time days:

Monday – Wednesday, 1st to 3rd November

Power Reporting: the African Investigative Journalism Conference

Three full days of intensive training allowing students to take advantage of the presence of a number of international and specialist speakers and trainers. 

This will include: 

· reading company accounts

· using the internet to find data

· downloading and analysing data

· using access to information legislation

· numbers and stats

· finding people, finding stories

There will also be speakers on a range of subjects of immediate interest to investigative journalists. 

Thursday – Saturday, 4th to 6th November *(see end note)

Workshops:

Attendance will be required each day from 9am to 5pm. Over these three days students will participate in a series of workshops using skills learned in the previous days to: 

1. analyse data – eg. using the SA Register of MPs interests

2. create a database (using your own data and found data). 

3. Make a company search

4. Make a freedom of information application

Note: depending on the availability of international trainers the full time part of the course will run from either Monday 1st November to Saturday 6th November, as described above, or Sunday 31st October to Friday 5th November. Attendance for the full six days is compulsory. Leave must be 
booked in advance of starting the course (for five days, Monday to Friday). There is no possibility of negotiating over these days. It is hoped the dates will be confirmed before the start of the course.

Class times

This class will meet on Mondays from 4pm to 6pm, from Monday 16 August 2010. Venue: Journalism Department, 10th floor seminar room. From Monday 1st  November there will be six consecutive days, full-time, 9am – 5pm, based in the Journalism department and the FNB building on West Campus.* (see end note)

Requirements
To complete the course, students need to fulfill the following requirements in attendance, seminar preparation, essay and portfolio.

Attendance 

Students are required to attend all weekly seminars and sign the register. Students who cannot attend a seminar for reasons beyond their control must inform me as soon as possible in order to discuss how they can make up the work. Students missing more than two classes will not be allowed to complete the course. From Monday 1 November students will be expected to attend full-time for six days, signing the register each day.

Seminar preparation

Each student will prepare and present one seminar (during weeks 3 – 7) on the history of investigative journalism in South Africa, from a list of possible topics (20% of the mark). (List of topics will be sent when you sign up for the course.)

Essay

Each student will write an essay on a question raised by the history and ethics of investigative journalism, to be completed by the end of October (30% of the mark). (List of topics will be sent when you sign up for the course.)
Assignments/Portfolio
Compiled during the final part of the course, a number of practical assignments will make up a portfolio. This will include: 

· A basic database of your own creation – using either downloaded information or survey results

· Data analysis, using Excel, to form the basis of possible stories – with outline pitch for story

· An access to information (PAIA) request plus related research leading to the request

· A company search

The portfolio should be completed by the end of the first week in November (deadline for delivery is Wednesday 10 November). (50% of the mark )

Communication

Notices, changes to seminars or readings, additional material, key documents, etc are all posted on Basecamp (https://witsjournalism.grouphub.com/login) on a regular basis. Students are required to visit the site regularly to check for information on the course.
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